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Consumers Enhanced Meter Technology Event
Dr. John M. Dunn
June 26, 2015
• Good afternoon. It's my pleasure to welcome our partners from Consumers Energy
here this afternoon. I'm pleased you've selected the WMU campus to be the very first
place in Kalamazoo where enhanced meter technology is installed.
• It was a good choice. We've spent an enormous amount of time and effort over the
past decades, building this University's reputation as one of the nation's most
sustainable campuses. We've been able to reduce energy use even as we've
increased our facility footprint. Every building or renovation project is done with the
aim of achieving LEED certification. We've made great strides in building a culture
of sustainability
• A major element of building that culture is changing the way we all think about
using resources, as well as helping the members of our campus community recognize
that their actions, both individually and collectively can have an impact--a positive
impact. We want our students to take that awareness with them as they leave campus
to become conscientious members of communities throughout the state and around
the world.
• We also, as a campus community, look at technology as one way of meeting our
goals of accuracy and efficiency. The right technology can provide solutions,
valuable feedback and new ways of looking at the choices we make. We've seen it
time and again.
• With the technology we're celebrating today, for instance, student residents of
Western View will be able to see the impact of both their energy use and their efforts
to conserve. We know from ongoing campus research and our longtime energy-

saving efforts that people want to do the right thing as we build our culture of
sustainability. They want to know that what they do makes a difference. This new
meter technology provides a tool to help them understand the impact of the energy
choices they make.
• The 500 students who live here in the Western View Apartments will be the first
residents in Kalamazoo to have the opportunity to use this technology to easily
monitor their energy usage. They may choose to use less energy to save money or to
save the planet. We hope they do it for both reasons.
• We use continual similar feedback about energy usage in our major campus
facilities, and it works. Today's launch means that soon, the same kind of technology
will play a bigger role in the lives of residents across our community and region.
Thank you for choosing our student apartments as the appropriate place to launch
this technology in Kalamazoo. Let's get this started.
Notes on event:
Participants in this order:
Pete Strazdas
Chris Caprara (WMU facilities manage.)
Dennis McKee (Consumers PR)
John Broschak (Consumers VP of Major Projects and Construction)
John Dunn
(Closing--everyone steps outside the Clubhouse to the area where the meters are located. A Consumers truck pulls up
and an employee swaps out the meter while a Consumers employee gives a play-by-play.)
****There is a small but vocal group of people who see this technology as part of a conspiracy to gather
consumer information. The Consumers people are more than prepared to answer any odd questions, so if you
get any strange questions, feel free to pass them off to Dennis McKee.

